
Autumn 2025 Newsletter
Whether you're studying for certification, newly certified, or a
seasoned professional, we hope this newsletter informs your path
forward. Thank you for being part of the RACC community! 

In this issue, you'll find:

New CPRA® and CFRA Certificants
Recertification Reminder
Did You Know? RACC Exams Available Worldwide
Certificant Highlight
Exam Scholarship Opportunities
Resource Center
RACC Board Updates
RACC Merchandise Store

New CPRA® and CFRA Certificants
We are excited to announce the newest Certified Pre-Award Research

Administrators (CPRA®) and Certified Financial Research Administrators
(CFRA) who passed their exams in Summer 2025. Achieving certification is a
major professional milestone and we're proud to recognize everyone's hard

work. Congratulations to all!

​See someone you know on the list? Send them a shoutout — a little
recognition goes a long way!

​Please visit our website for more information about being newly certified:
Information for New Certificants

https://www.cra-cert.org/new-certificant-information
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=877c336b-e40e-4f4f-8025-25aef40da0b3


New CPRA® Certificants New CFRA Certificants

Recertification Reminder
If your RACC certification expires in December, now is a great time to review
the recertification requirements and make sure you’re on track. A few key
reminders:

Contact hours = actual hours. There are lots of fun and enriching ways to
earn contact hours (see some suggestions below!).
Activities must relate to research administration. Routine job duties do
not count toward contact hour requirements.

Be mindful of your own recertification timeline! If your required documentation
is not submitted within the recertification window, you will have to retake and
pass the certification examination to maintain active status.

You can log into the RACC website at any time to update personal information,
check expiration dates, and upload contact hours.

Did You Know?
RACC Exams Available Worldwide

The three RACC certification exams are now available in 73 countries
worldwide, reflecting our commitment to expanding professional access and
upholding consistent standards around the globe. While most testing centers
remain in the United States, international access continues to grow. You can
view the latest list of all the testing locations! Here are the countries with the
most testing locations:

Canada �� – 16
China �� – 11
India �� – 8
United Kingdom �� – 7
Brazil �� – 5
Saudi Arabia �� – 4
Germany �� – 3
Mexico �� – 3
Pakistan �� – 3
Türkiye �� – 3

Additional testing locations are available in dozens of other countries
throughout Europe, Asia, Africa, and Latin America, giving professionals
worldwide the opportunity to earn these respected credentials.

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/research-administrators-certification-council-racc_please-help-us-celebrate-our-newest-certified-activity-7379929334658265088-0ekV
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/research-administrators-certification-council-racc_congratulations-to-the-newest-cfras-if-you-activity-7396238033076932608-ntE9
https://www.cra-cert.org/login#/login
https://files.constantcontact.com/bc6f08b0401/654606d6-7c0f-490a-9b9d-d2f55eb0f18d.pdf?rdr=true


Exams are delivered in English and emphasize U.S. standards and
regulations, including compliance, regulations, and funder expectations. For
professionals who collaborate with U.S.-based organizations or manage U.S.-
funded programs, this certification demonstrates recognized expertise and
readiness to meet the highest professional benchmarks.

Certificant Highlight
Kathryn O'Hayre, CRA®, Training and Information Coordinator at Colorado
State University

We caught up with Kathryn O'Hayre, who holds the CRA®

certification, to learn more about her certification journey and the
impact the CRA® has had on her career.

Tell us about your experience with the CRA® exam.
I took the CRA® exam in 2018, but studied for about 1 year loosely and 4
months more intensely. RACC visited CU Boulder for a CRA® Review Session,
which proved to be incredibly informative to begin my journey and see the
content and style of questions. I remember studying both the Circulars and the
new Uniform Guidance references at the time. I am particularly grateful for the
CU Boulder CRA® study program with Subject Matter Experts from our
campus. However, my most valued study resource was a lunch study group
with two brilliant colleagues from my office, each of whom had expertise in
different areas. This collaborative approach allowed us to complement each
other's knowledge as we reviewed study notes and tackled practice questions
together. After passing the exam, I chose to become one of the CRA® Study
presenters at CU Boulder, and now I manage the CRA® Study Group at



Colorado State University with my teammate and in partnership with Emory
University.

How do you stay updated with the latest trends and changes in research
administration to incorporate into your training?
Collaboration and communication are my biggest assets in staying current in
the field. As a member of NCURA, I utilize the webinars, conferences, the
NCURA Magazine, and my community. I also appreciate the Research
Administration Demonstration (RAD) Series of monthly webinars. These
professional organizations are great resources for accumulating credit hours
towards the RACC continuing education credits.

What advice do you have for individuals who are currently preparing to take
the CRA® exam?
I highly recommend leaning into your preferred learning styles but also
challenging yourself. The study program we host at Colorado State has a
variety of learning mediums because everyone learns differently. Make flash
cards, join a study group, find partners with the same goal, test your
knowledge, and make time to dig in and read the Code of Federal
Regulations.

The RACC board updates the relevant policy information quickly for the exam
cycles and communicates when Uniform Guidance updates are reflected on
the exam. The transition years can be difficult for some testers to
compartmentalize what is relevant for the daily work and what applies for the
exam. If that is the case for you, think about testing in the next cycle and
confirming with RACC for timelines.

How has leading CRA® training courses impacted your own understanding and
practice of research administration?
The RACC certifications are a wonderful opportunity to pursue professional
development, so part of my role as a Training and Information Coordinator is
running a CRA® Study Program at Colorado State University in partnership
with Emory University. I love bringing a group together with a variety of
experiences to share in a goal and invest in each other’s growth. We learn
from each other, find the connections, and think of case studies to apply the
Body of Knowledge topics in our work. The CRA® Study program is part of our
commitment to supporting a culture of professional development in research
administration.

Want to share your experience in the next Highlight? Send us a message at
info@cra-cert.org.

Exam Scholarship Opportunities
Check out these opportunities to support your exam preparation and
registration!



NCURA Education Scholarship Fund
We’re pleased to share that the NCURA Education Scholarship Fund has
expanded its eligibility to include support for certifications, certificate programs,
and undergraduate degrees. This is an exciting development that increases
access for professionals pursuing certification.

While the most recent scholarship deadline closed in October, this update
means that future applicants will be able to request support for CRA® exam
costs. We’ll keep you informed as soon as the next scholarship window opens.

RACC Pat Buennemeyer Scholarship
The Pat Buennemeyer Scholarship provides financial assistance to research
administrators who wish to participate in a Body of Knowledge (BOK) Review
Session. While the application deadline has traditionally fallen in the summer,
we are moving the window earlier this year to support better planning for
candidates.

The next deadline is expected in January, with notifications planned for
February. Final details will be announced soon. Please watch our social media
channels and the RACC website for the official release.

Resource Center
Test Preparation Resources – Studying for an exam? Check out the following
resources to help prepare!

RACC Body of Knowledge Review Sessions 
These sessions help you understand the key topics covered in
RACC certifications (CRA®, CPRA®, and CFRA) and identify areas
to focus on as you prepare for your exam.

Listservs
Listservs like resadm-l offer great opportunities to connect with
other test takers, share and find study resources, and access
information relevant to the exam.

Contact Hours – Don’t forget to earn and track contact hours for recertification!

Earning Contact Hours: Learn more on how to earn contact hours! You
can earn contact hours through professional development, service, and
even writing. See the full list of eligible activities.

Tracking Contact Hours: Keep your certification current by logging
contact hours from eligible professional development and research
administration activities. Use RACC's tracking tool to record entries and
uploaded documentation with ease.

In your RACC portal, click on the “Track Your Contact Hours
Here!” button.
Click the “Add Credit” button on the right side of the page.

https://www.cra-cert.org/review-sessions
https://www.healthresearch.org/office-sponsored-programs/research-administration-listserv/
https://www.cra-cert.org/how-to-earn-contact-hours


Enter the requested information for your contact hour(s).
Click "Save".
Once you save your entry, you will then be able to upload and
store documentation for that entry.

Contact Hour Opportunities 
Professional Organization Involvement – Are you active in a
professional organization? Whether you're presenting at a
conference, writing an article, or serving on a committee, many of
these activities can count toward your contact hours! Activities like
presenting, publishing, or volunteering may be eligible — just be
sure they relate to research administration and are outside of your
regular job duties. Examples of eligible organizations include:

Society of Research Administrators International
National Council of University of Research Administrators

Training Opportunities – Attending educational sessions is
another great way to earn contact hours. Live or recorded
sessions may qualify, as long as you have documentation of
participation. Consider exploring webinars or courses offered by:

Research Administration Demonstration (RAD) Series
National Science Foundation
National Institutes of Health 

RACC Board Updates
The RACC Board of Directors is excited to announce three new additions to
our team:

Kim Melville-Smith
​CRA®, CFRA

Director of Post Award
at Colorado State

University

Ryan Mobley
​CRA®, CPRA®, CFRA

Training and
Communications

Coordinator at Morgan
State University

Lisa Wilson
​CRA®

​Assistant Vice President
for Strategic

Optimization and
Training in the Office of

https://www.srainternational.org/meetings/trainings-conferences
https://www.ncura.edu/Education.aspx
https://wp.nyu.edu/nyuresearchrad/
https://www.nsf.gov/events
https://www.nih.gov/research-training/training-opportunities


Research Administration
at Emory University

Kim, Ryan, and Lisa each bring a wealth of experience and strong commitment
to RACC's mission. We are excited to have their insights and leadership as we
continue to certify and uphold research administration standards to enhance
the profession!

The RACC Board also elected three new members to our Executive Board:

Georgetta Dennis
CRA®, CPRA®, CFRA

Chair

Rick Roberts
​CRA®, CPRA®, CFRA

Chair-Elect

Connie Motoki
CRA®, CFRA

Secretary

Georgetta, Rick, and Connie guide the Board’s strategic direction by setting
priorities, coordinating committee work, and ensuring smooth governance
throughout the year. Their leadership helps keep RACC’s initiatives focused,
organized, and aligned with our mission to support and elevate the research
administration profession.

RACC Merchandise Store
The official RACC Merchandise Store, your new go-to destination for apparel
and accessories that celebrate the research administration profession, is now
open! From t-shirts to mugs (with more on the way!), every purchase supports
scholarships, outreach, and our growing community.

Visit the store and show your Research Administration pride today!

https://www.cra-cert.org/shop


Newsletter Subscriptions
Want to stay in the loop? Click the “Sign Me Up!” button to get our newsletter
delivered straight to your inbox. If you change your mind, simply click “Let Me
Go!” anytime to unsubscribe.

Sign Me Up! Let Me Go!

WHAT IS THE RESEARCH ADMINISTRATORS
​CERTIFICATION COUNCIL (RACC)?

​The Research Administrators Certification Council (RACC) formed in 1993 as
an independent non-profit organization. RACC certifies that an individual,

through experience and testing, has the fundamental knowledge necessary to
be a professional research or sponsored programs administrator. ​

Board of Directors RA Directory Contact RACC

Follow us on  Facebook and LinkedIn to receive RACC updates, learn about
contact hour opportunities, and celebrate milestones! 
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